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Why study this course
This is a one year course designed for students with some life experience who want to prepare for a degree programme. If you are looking for a rewarding, challenging experience, which is excellent preparation for university, then the Access to HE Diploma in Biological Sciences is the right course for you. If you are interested in science as a way of studying life, cells, animals, plants and the environment – this is the course for you. You will acquire specific knowledge, develop useful skills, understanding and the confidence required to move onto University.
Where will the course take me?

After successful completion, you can progress to higher education to study a range of degree courses including:
Biological Science; Life Sciences; Biomedical Science (this is not medicine!); Ecological Science; Environmental Health; Nutrition; Dietetics; Genetics; Zoology; Microbiology; Biotechnology; Physiology; Pharmacology; Molecular Biology; Radiography; Physiotherapy* and Pharmacy*

* (very competitive; please seek advice from course manager before opting for Access route)
Course content and structure

This one-year full time course requires attendance in class for 4 days per week and in addition, it is very important to set aside time outside of lessons for private study.  Usually most of the classes are timetabled between 10.00 – 15.00 to help students with childcare responsibilities.
The course comprises of a number of units of work. Some of the subjects that these units of work will cover are:

Cells, Respiration, Enzymes, reproductive cycles, ecosystems, homeostasis, human body systems, microbiology, nucleic acids and genetics, basic chemistry and scientific methods. There may be optional units in ‘physics for radiography’ and ‘chemistry for pharmacy’ depending on student numbers.
For each unit that you complete you can achieve at either level 2 or 3. Furthermore, for each of these units you also acquire credits, normally 3 credits for every unit. To successfully pass you will need to achieve 60 credits with at least 45 at level 3 and the remainder can be at level 2 or 3.
A further requirement in relation to the units is that the following are mandatory -

· Study Skills – Academic Skills

· Examination skills

· Preparation for higher Education

· Research and Dissertation Skills

· Some subject specialist units at level 3

· The GCSE English and Maths*

· If you have already achieved a grade C in either of these subjects within the last 5 years then you will be exempt from those lessons. You will need to give your personal tutor a copy of your certificate to qualify for exemption. 
Finally you also need to have had an 80% attendance record by the end of the year.
Desirable Interests

· Science and the 
· Scientific process 
· Biology

· Interested in how living things work
· Chemistry
· An awareness of science in the ‘news’.

Coursework and examinations

Thu units of work are assessed through a combination of coursework, practical tasks, a dissertation and examinations.
Entry requirements

No formal qualifications are required but your initial assessment at interview need to show that you literacy is at level 2 and that your Numeracy is at least at level 1 
Selection
By interview and assessment. We are looking for enthusiastic, motivated people who are able to fully commit to this course for the whole year. 

Teaching Methods
Several different staff teach on the course using a wide range of styles. These include lectures, case-studies, projects, practical work and use a variety of up to date technology such as ‘smartboards’ and a college intranet. These resources provide full support outside the classroom and students are encouraged to form study groups. Additional Learning support is also available in free times to those who need it.
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