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Southgate Helps Reduce the Cost of Dealing with 
Alcohol-related Crime
With the season to merry almost upon us binge drinking is likely to become more common than ever unless alcohol retailers head into the Christmas season armed with the relevant knowledge to encourage responsible drinking.

With this in mind, Southgate College has cut the cost of its range of alcohol awareness, licensed trade and security courses to ensure that not just staff working in licensed premises are suitably educated, but young people who might be encouraged to drink during the festive season.

Recent proposals from the Home Office and Department of Health hope to transform social attitudes towards drinking  - recently introducing ‘Drinking Banning Orders’, as well as banning bars and clubs from offering free alcohol to women, limiting ‘happy hours’ and introducing new markings to wine glasses with unit measurements clearly marked. In addition, Government is soon to reveal plans to reduce drinking levels in the UK.

While much of the emphasis is placed on drinkers themselves knowing their limits and drinking sensibly, according to lead tutor at Southgate College Paul Fowler alcohol awareness should begin with the retailer. 

“It’s crucial that licence holders act to ensure everyone selling alcohol on their premises is aware of their responsibilities in doing so,” explained Paul. “It’s been widely reported that the Government is looking at ways to curb binge drinking, with the onus, quite rightly, being put on the alcohol retailers to ensure their staff receive the necessary accredited training.”
Increased legislation could be seen as bad for business, however, not as bad as being forced to close permanently if caught continually selling alcohol irresponsibly. The most effective thing we can do as a trade is ensure all our staff are fully trained and aware of their responsibilities – do your staff know that it is a criminal offence to serve alcohol to anyone who is drunk or to even let them in your premises?

The amount of units of alcohol customers consume on your premises is also crucial – do your staff know that the number of units contained in one glass of wine is dependent on the size of the glass you serve? If your staff don’t know how many units of alcohol they are serving to each customer chances are your customers won’t know how many they are drinking either.

“The range of Southgate College courses are designed to provide staff working in licensed premises, from the student working in their local pub to the owner of the corner shop, with the knowledge they need to ensure that even if the Government introduce sweeping new laws, they will remain legal and up-to-date with the latest legislation.”

But it isn’t just the retailers that could be affected by the proposed new legislation, in its bid to reduce alcohol-related crime; the Home Office is seriously considering either enforcing current laws or introducing a raft of new ones.

“Currently, Police can fine individuals up to £500 for drinking in areas where drinking in public has been banned”, explains Paul. “This is very likely to increase to £2,500. In addition, it is expected that police will be given additional alcohol confiscation powers related to under 18s.”

Quite apart from the cost effective price – just £103 for The National Certificate for Personal Licence Holders course and certification, or just £140 for the National Certificate for Door Supervisors, another reason for studying at Southgate College is that, after being inspected by examination awarding body, BIIAB, it was awarded ‘Grade 1’ status. Meaning, the college has not only met the required standards, but exceeded them. Combine this with the great price and 100% pass rate for the past academic year , Southgate is a great option.

“These courses are intended to highlight the important issues related to young people considering drinking alcohol. Not only does this course highlight the genuine health implications, but also the penalties related to young people buying or attempting to buy alcohol. For instance, someone selling alcohol to an under 18 could be fined for doing so, but I am sure young people don’t realise that a fine of anything up to £1000 can be given to someone under 18 attempting to buy the alcohol.”

Licensed trade and security training courses at Southgate College include; Alcohol Awareness, Responsible Alcohol Retailing, Introductory Certificate in Hospitality Customer Service, National Certificate for Personal Licence Holders and SIA approved Door Supervisor training.

For more information and how to enrol call Southgate College on: 020 8982 5050 or visit www.southgate.ac.uk
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