[Insert date]

Southgate College JOINS COLLEGE WEEK CELEBRATIONS 
Southgate College is proud to take part in the inaugural Colleges Week celebrations. 

Southgate College has been rewarding their students for their achievements and endeavour at our annual award ceremony. Special acknowledgements have been made to 3 students who have excelled. [insert a sentence about what the college is doing to celebrate].  Examples of activity could include inviting local mayor to visit the college, presenting a tutor of the year award, planting a ‘tree of knowledge’.   
Colleges Week is taking place 10-16 November to celebrate the role colleges play in unlocking talent in communities and transforming the lives of learners. Colleges Week is being co-ordinated and organised by the Association of Colleges (AoC), the Department for Innovation, Universities & Skills (DIUS) and the Learning & Skills Council (LSC). For more information go to www.collegesweek.org.

Insert quote from principal e.g.: “We’re proud to be part of Colleges Week and think this week long celebration can play a key role in demonstrating the valuable role colleges play in unlocking talent.  [Insert college name] continues to go from strength to strength, with a record number of enrolments/pass rates [amend as appropriate].  We hope people around the community will be inspired to find out how colleges can unlock the talent within them.”
For more information about Colleges Week go to www.collegesweek.org.

ENDS

For further media information about (insert name of college) or to arrange an interview, please contact (insert name, email address, desk phone number and mobile phone number).
Notes to editors
About [INSTITUTION]
· [Add in brief details about your institution including website]

About Colleges Week
· Colleges Week is a celebration of the role colleges play across the country in unlocking talent in communities and transforming the lives of learners. The first ever Colleges Week will run from 10-16 November and focus on five themes demonstrating the impact colleges have on: developing skills; delivering excellence; building strong communities; helping businesses to succeed and transforming lives.
· Colleges Week is being co-ordinated and organised by the Association of Colleges (AoC), the Department for Innovation, Universities & Skills (DIUS) and the Learning & Skills Council (LSC).

About Association of Colleges

· The Association of Colleges was created in 1996 as the single voice to promote the interests of further education colleges in England and Wales. The Association provides a broad range of services to its subscribers. It represents their interests locally, regionally, nationally and internationally. The management, split into various directorates, provides a pool of expertise on which the sector draws. AoC exists as the essential, influencing voice of colleges in order to:

· Develop and promote an environment in which colleges can flourish

· Ensure that colleges are recognised as major contributors to the economic and social prosperity of the nation

· Champion and promote colleges as key to the development of people, skills and knowledge for the nation. http://www.aoc.co.uk/
