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SOUTHGATE GIVE OXFORD BLUES

Oxford University 12 Southgate College Skolars 16

Friendly at Jesus College Sports Ground, Oxford on Sat 29 November 2008

Southgate pulled off a historic victory and clinched a prestigious scalp when their mixture of teenagers and powerful veterans snatched victory over Oxford University at Jesus College on Saturday. It was 20 frantic minutes before either side created an opening and within seconds a try-scoring opportunity was lost when the attacker was bundled into touch a metre short. 

Oxford has spent 15 minutes in their own half as Southgate played out their sets impressively down the hill but both teams defended aggressively to keep the scoreboard blank for an amazing 33 minutes. Then Southgate winger Ani Mustpaha knocked on trying to field a long kick and Oxford’s right wing slid in to put the Dark Blues ahead.

Southgate old boy Leeson Sinclair came on to give the college some size in the second row and four minutes later Southgate’s irrepressible scrum-half Ross Hann chased his own grubber kick to finish off a fine attack and his conversion put the visitors ahead. A minute before the break Man of the Match Malaki Forrester of London Skolars made a great line break and barged through full-back James Batstone to make it 10-4. Hann’s efforts to kick for goal were thwarted twice by the wind and then, controversially, the referee blowing for half-time!

The second -half saw a similar pattern. With newcomer Emmanuel de Jesus and 16-year-old second-row Mustapha Ali on, Southgate had an inexperienced look but it was only a breakaway by Oxford that reduced the lead to two points 10 minutes into the half.

That was the only scored in an otherwise second barren 33 minute period! But as Southgate rotated their bench repeatedly to try combinations ahead of the Colleges National Cup, rested players for Sunday’s National Youth League game and dealt with injuries, Oxford went ahead with three minutes left when the dangerous Batstone’s fine run put his winger in on the right. However a third successive missed conversion gave Southgate a chance and with two minutes left on the clock, John Constantinou, returning to action after a long injury lay-off, blasted through the line to score up the slope and Hann made it 16-12.

Southgate, with 15 teenagers on show and four regulars missing, clung on for three minutes of added time to secure a proud victory.

*
*
*

The squad below shows the range of courses and departments in which our players are based:

SOUTHGATE RUGBY LEAGUE SQUAD 2008-09

Scott Tadgell (Sport)

Smokie Junor (Sport)

Dion Chapman (Construction)

Ani Mustafa (GCSEs) 

Jerry Obuchowski (Sport)

Caswayne Wilson (Sport)

Ryan Griffin (Sport)

David Johnson (Sport)

Matt Harrall (Electrical). 

Mustafa Ali (Young College)

Manny De Jesus (Fdn Deg Computing)

Dorian Craddock (Sport)

Glen Kawaen (Sport)

Nimai Parmar (Sport)

Darren Luxford (Mechanics)

We are also able to field a few students from other schools that do not have a rugby league team and (in friendlies) some old boys who give us the size required to compete against university teams. These are from our partner club London Skolars.

We are working towards having a full squad of rugby league players at Southgate from September who will form the London Skolars academy team in 2009. Discussions are on-going but your support would be welcomed, nay vital!

Gavin Willacy

Manager/Coach

For more information or pictures
Contact: Peter Gilby, Marketing Assistant, Southgate College, High Street, Southgate, London N14 6BS, tel: 020 8982 5109, email: peter.gilby@southgate.ac.uk
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