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Enfield Grammar vs. Southgate CORE 
Southgate CORE lose union thriller in the last minute…
Southgate core played defending champions Enfield grammar school in the Middlesex U18 cup with a place in the semi finals at stake. With new players Mustafa Ali and Danny Lewis coming into the squad the CORE looked in a strong position to take the win. 

Southgate started in their usual fast and aggressive style and made good field possession before losing it through a series of penalties, which Enfield opted to kick, taking an early 3-0 lead. Further penalties were given away, although Enfield opted to take the shots at goal as they were clearly ruffled by the aggressive defence of the CORE team.  Enfield were unable to take the points and after 20 minutes Ashley Dickinson levelled the game at 3-3 with a 30 metre penalty following a good break from Dion Chapman. 

Danny Lewis entered the fray soon after, and after a sweeping back line move managed to wrong foot the defence and force his way over the line, however Dickinson was unable to make the conversion. Again, further penalties were given away allowing Enfield an extra 3 points to bring the game 8-6. Enfield found themselves in the lead 5 minutes before half time after some sloppy defending allowed them to move up field before an illegal tackle saw Dickinson sin binned for 10 minutes, the resulting penalty being successfully kicked.

With Southgate trailing 9-8 at half time and playing a man short, they got off to a poor start in the second half after poor defence out wide allowed Enfield over for their first try of the game, however they were unsuccessful with the conversion. The game was deadlocked for the next 20 minutes, with some big runs from Ani Mustafa, Dion Chapman and some strong defence from Kelvin Baronet and Danny Lewis, however Enfield were once again allowed to score after continued pressure on the Southgate line and once again they were unable to convert the points.

At 19-8 with 15 minutes to go, many teams would have thrown the towel in, however Southgate managed to claw themselves back into the game, with a try from flying winger Sampson Ibekwe after the ball was moved wide in the opponents half through a number of hands, Ashley Dickinson converting the 2 points. From the resulting kick off Danny Lewis caught the ball in the air, wrong footed a number of defenders and raced up the field, before offloading to ex-Enfield grammar student Bradley Edwards, who took the ball on another 20 metres before finding Dion Chapman, who shrugged off a defender to race in from 20metres out. Ashley Dickinson successfully making the conversion. 

Southgate college looked firmly in control at 22-18 with 10 minutes to go, weathering everything Enfield had to throw at them, however a lack of concentration in the last 3 minutes saw Enfield win a Southgate line out, move 20 metres up the field and after a series of rucks and mauls score in the corner to make in 23-22, although they were unsuccessful with the conversion. Southgate threw everything they had at Enfield, with Ani Mustafa and a number of players going close to the line, however it was too little too late as the final whistle sounded. Final score 23-22 to Enfield Grammar school. 
Despite being the stronger team throughout, Southgate failed to get the win for the second consecutive week, however head coach Dan Stocks was not too despondent; “last week we came close to beating the rugby league champions and after the game the lads didn’t seem disappointed enough with the result. Today their faces tell a different tale and hopefully this will provide us with the motivation needed next week when we travel to Wakefield”.

Good performances once again came from Dion Chapman as well as Kelvin Baronet, Michael Linsky and Ani Mustafa. The coach’s man of the match however went to Danny Lewis for a superb debut effort after scoring, having a hand in another try and being dominant in the mauls, often winning us possession. 

Team

1 – Mustafa Ali

2 – Ani Mustafa

3 – Arran Small 

5 - Sampson Ibekwe

6 - Michael Linskey

7 - Kelvin Baronet

8 - Dion Chapman

9 - Ashley Dickinson 

11 - Troy Green

12 – Michael Cawthorn

13 – Danny Lewis

14 - Bradley Edwards

15 - Jensen Mendley Davis

17 – Nicholas Okafur 

18 -  Adam Boyce

19 -  Ceelio Boosi 

20 – Jack Noquet (not used)
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