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SOUTHGATE STUDENTS SHINE WITH 3M

In a unique arrangement, budding bodyshop students at Southgate College in London are passing their ATA-accredited technician courses thanks to a helping hand from 3M, the diversified technology company.  

Students learning advanced vehicle repair techniques and technologies at the College had previously been using a variety of older products and learning different techniques. 

However, 3M stepped in to give students a sound footing in modern repair methods by furnishing the practical suites with cutting-edge equipment and aiding lecturers with total process training equipment.

The students are also being joined by members of the 3M sales team as they themselves look to become qualified.

A group of students also visited 3M’s technical centre at Atherstone in Warwickshire where they received their certificates from Jeremy Aggis of 3M and tried out some of the latest 3M products for themselves.

Jeremy Aggis said: “Achieving the ATA certificate is an important step forward for anyone looking to progress in this industry.  Three of our sales team are already qualified but we’re going to get the whole team up to ATA standard with the help of Southgate College.  

We’re happy to help professionals learn and improve and we regularly help out with practical demonstrations, lectures and even setting the products and technologies for the new curriculum.”

Peter Joannou, lecturer at the Motor Vehicle Division of Southgate College, commented:  “In all vocational courses, up-to-date information and equipment is vital. Thanks to the support from 3M, we can keep in line with the ever-changing technology of the bodyshop industry.  This enables our students to qualify as ATA technicians with a comprehensive knowledge of the latest products and techniques.  Giving students this hands-on practical experience opens a lot of doors for them as they look to further their career in vehicle repair.” 

For further information on the range of bodyshop products available from 3M, visit www.3Mbodyshop.co.uk.

3M is a trademark of the 3M Company.

3M – practical and ingenious solutions that help our customers succeed

3M is a $25.3 billion diversified technology company which, since 1902, has been creating innovative products that help make the world healthier, safer and more productive. Well known 3M brands include Scotch, Post-it, Scotchgard, Thinsulate and Scotch-Brite.

3M employs some 75,000 people worldwide, producing thousands of innovative products for customers in dozens of diverse markets in 200 countries. Its 45 technology platforms touch nearly every aspect of modern life - the company has applied its expertise in RFID technology to deliver biometric passports; it is using its understanding of the healthcare industry to provide hospitals with infection prevention and detection solutions; and in 2008 it launched the world’s first hand-held pocket projector, the MPro110.

The UK and Ireland is home to one of the largest 3M subsidiaries outside the USA, employing more than 3,500 people across 16 locations, including 12 manufacturing sites.
Products manufactured in the UK include coated abrasives, occupational health and environmental safety equipment, adhesive tapes, industrial microbiology products, drug delivery systems, high-performance coatings, secure documents and passport scanners.
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