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SOUTHGATE RUGBY GIVE IT THEIR BEST SHOT

Southgate College rugby team had a challenging experience at the National School 7s on Tuesday at Harlequins training ground. As one of the few rugby league teams among the 120 schools and colleges competing in the Festival event, Southgate had a huge task to adjust to rugby union rules in the seven-man game.

However, Southgate went ahead in their opening group game with what turned out to be their try of the tournament, Ani Mustafa racing around all seven Canford players en route to a 80 metre wonder score. Sadly Dominic Madden was then harshly sin-binned and the Dorset school scored three times to win 17-5. Southgate improved in the second game, trailing Hereford Cathedral School just 12-10 at half-time thanks to two tries by Jerry Obuchowski, but we were well beaten after the break, losing 45-10. 

Game three was always going to be the toughest of the lot: opponents Wellington School is virtually a school of rugby union, with a host of former internationals going there, including current England pair Delon and Steffan Armitage. Their younger brother was on the wing as Wellington thrashed us 45-0. "That was not as bad as it sounds," explained coach Gavin Willacy. "Wellington put 54 points on both Canford and Caterham and beat Hereford 44-0 too! We defended superbly in the second half and the lads did all I could ask of them."

It was no surprise that Wellington went on to win the whole competition, their ninth title in 18 years with two more runners-up places in that time.

Southgate wanted to finish on a high and did so - with their best performance odf the day - but still lost 27-12 to Caterham from Surrey, Ryan Griffin scoring a fine breakaway and Madden getting a try.

Southgate return to rugby league action next Wednesday when they compete in the London Colleges 9s at Hemel. Their last game was a 100-point frenzy as they beat Brunel University 62-38 at Saracens in a friendly. The scores were tied at 38-all with 15 minutes to go before Southgate took over.
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