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Let’s make it Southgreat together

Join forces to build a brighter future for Southgate, says College

The Principal of Southgate College is appealing to residents and community leaders to help fight the recession and establish the College as a high-tech hub for community learning and enterprise.

David Byrne, who took over as Principal in January, wants local people to help shape the services the college offers in the future and have an input into the major modernisation plans for the Southgate campus.

He commented: “These are uncertain times for all local families and it’s more important than ever that we give our young people the best-possible chance of finding work. But we also have a crucial role to play in helping adults to re-train or develop their life skills.

“Southgate was founded as a vocational college at the heart of the Enfield community - and that’s a great foundation to build on. The aim is to make our community stronger and more prosperous by working together, which is why we’re inviting people from all sectors – business, sport, health, charities, faith and local residents - to share their knowledge and ideas.”

Central to the college’s long-term ambitions is a proposed £80 million re-development, which could be complete by 2013. The latest plans, following discussions with local residents, include more public green space on Southgate High Street and a lower profile to buildings close to properties on Bladgens Lane.

A feature of the modernisation plans is a new Council- run Library building, providing the public with a modern and welcoming environment. In addition to state-of-the-art learning experiences and hi-tech classrooms, there will be a new theatre, hospitality suite and restaurant, motorsport workshops, gym and fitness suite.

David Byrne said: “Many of our current buildings are well past their best and quite frankly holding us back. This is a fantastic opportunity to create a modern, accessible college, using sustainable building technologies, that spotlights Southgate as a beacon for community learning.”

He accepted that the building work will present a challenge. Mr Byrne added: “A degree of disruption is regrettable but inevitable. However, we are sensitive to residents’ concerns and committed to working together for the benefit of our learners and local community.”

The latest plans can be viewed at www.southgate.ac.uk, where local people can also sign up for regular updates on the plans and You’re Part of It community initiatives.

· Enfield Council’s Planning Panel is staging an open meeting to consider the modernisation proposals on Thursday, February 26, at 7.30pm in the Gladys Child Theatre, Southgate College.
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For more information or pictures
Contact: Kate Bishop, Marketing Manager, Southgate College, High Street, Southgate, London N14 6BS, tel: 020 8982 5106, email: kate.bishop@southgate.ac.uk

Notes for editors

1. Please find an artists impressions of the possible appearance of the new college and a picture of David Byrne attached.
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