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College Lecturer Teaches In Africa

Alan Jarvis, Southgate College lecturer gave up his free time over Christmas to teach IT lessons in West Africa. 
He first went to the Gambia last summer to a town called Brufut where they were setting up a ‘Skills Centre’.
Whilst there he met the headmaster of Brufut School, who asked for help modifying their school library. 

Whilst visiting the town Bakoteh he learnt that a Youth Group put on various out of school activities.  Alan offered to try to set up some IT classes for them.

Alan shipped out 6 laptop computers and ran courses on mainly Microsoft Word for the students over Christmas.

He also undertook the modifying of the school library in Brufut with the help of his wife which they raised money for between the 2 visits.

 
Whilst there at Christmas the headmaster asked for help to build a nursery school in the village were he lives called Sukuta. 
In the Gambia free education only starts at the age of 7 so younger children only go to school if one has been provided by a charitable organisation or they pay.

Alan and his wife wanted to go back to the Gambia because of the friendliness and enthusiasm of the young people there who really inspired them. 
The lack of facilities for young people and the poor state of schools made them want to get involved more deeply. 
The young people really enjoyed the IT classes and they have promised to return this Summer to run more classes.

Alan and his wife have committed themselves to raising money to help build the new skills centre in Brufut and a nursery in Sukuta.
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