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none 

Date: 20/02/09
Dear Ken,
Please find a press release below about Southgate College. 

You’re hired! The Apprentice is at Southgate College

A new set of advertisements fronted by Alan Sugar with the tag line “Make Things Happen” aims to show to employers how having an apprentice can enhance their business.

The Government is keen that as few people as possible enter unemployment during the Recession and apprenticeships are one of the ways to ensure this.

Southgate College helps to match local businesses with the right apprentices and 6 months ago found a 16 year old local resident to become their very own apprentice. Bilaal Bell started working at the College in the summer, on an ICT Apprenticeship.

He chose to start an apprenticeship because he wanted work place experience of his favourite subject – ICT. So when he saw apprenticeships advertised on the TV, he knew it was for him.

Bilaal finds his work as an ICT Technician interesting and challenging. He likes having the chance to learn whilst undertaking practical activities. Along with working full time Bilaal is completing the NVQ level 3 in ICT and the BTEC National Certificate in ICT.
Bilaal has the same roles and responsibilities as any member of Southgate College staff; he is paid for his work and is entitled to holiday.

Bilaal feels that when his apprenticeship is finished, he will have the qualifications and the experience which his peers may not have. He would recommend an apprenticeship to anyone who was thinking of undertaking one. 
Apprenticeships are a key part of the post-16 education offer and will play a central role in the Government’s plans for growing skills in the economy. 
For more information or pictures
Contact: Peter Gilby, Marketing Assistant, Southgate College, High Street, Southgate, London N14 6BS, tel: 020 8982 5109, email: peter.gilby@southgate.ac.uk

Notes for editors

1. Apprenticeship Week runs from 23rd – 27th February 2009. For more info see: http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk/Types-of-Apprenticeships.aspx 
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