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North London College First to Open a ‘SMART’ Car Repair Centre
Southgate College and Work Based Learning Provider, North London Garage Group Training Association (NLGGTA) have teamed up to develop a specialist, advanced engineering skills and technology centre for the automotive trade.

The venture, which is backed by a consortium of private companies, will specialise in Mechatronics for the engineering and manufacturing sectors.

A key part of this venture is the opening of a state-of-the-art Automotive SMART Repair Centre; SMART stands for Small-Medium Area Repair Techniques. SMART repairs limit the repair to the damaged area only and not the complete panel; instead of replacing a whole wing, for example, a SMART repair will simply focus on the dent. SMART Repair Centres therefore offer private motorists a fast, professional and very affordable service. 
The Centre, due to be opened on the Enfield Retail Park by October 2010, will be a fully operational training arm of the College, whilst being open to the public.
The Centre, believed to be a first for FE, will involve students and apprentices being responsible for running a mirror “trading company” in real time for the duration of their learning programme, to manufacture goods which will be then used within the auto body and repair industry.

This is an exciting opportunity for the College to give our students a dynamic edge which will aid them in finding work when they complete their studies.

For more information or pictures
Contact: Peter Gilby, Marketing Assistant, Southgate College, High Street, Southgate, London N14 6BS, tel: 020 8982 5109, email: peter.gilby@southgate.ac.uk

Notes for editors

1. North London Garage Group Training Association (NLGGTA) is a registered work based learning provider funded by LSC.
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